8th Grade Paragraph Writing Assignment
Topic: What makes a good friend?

Step 1: Come up with three ideas you could write separate paragraphs about.
Step 2: Write the paragraphs including the following (treat this as a checklist, and annotate your writing).
_____ Intriguing topic sentence that draws your reader in and sets up the rest of the paragraph. (underline this)
In	{_____ Examples that illustrate your point. (label with “I”)
any	{_____ Elaboration on examples, that is, explain how they support your topic. (label with “E”)
order	{_____ ATTRIBUTED facts, statistics, quotes, or other support for your topic. (label with “S”)
	_____ Transition sentence that leads your reader into your next idea. (underline this)
Step 3: Repeat step 2 for your other topics. You will be assigned one paragraph per night this week.

Grading: You will receive a holistic score out of 10 points for each paragraph you write. This is a code for each score:
10: You’ve mastered all the elements of a sound paragraph
9: You’ve mastered all but one of the elements of a sound paragraph
8: You mastered all but two elements, or you’ve nearly mastered the elements of a sound paragraph.
7: There’s a good amount of improvement you need to make on this skill.
6: There are some significant changes you need to make in order to craft a strong paragraph.
5: You turned in something completely different than what I asked.
0: You did not turn in the assignment.
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	Writer:_________________________________________________
Editor:_________________________________________________
3 = absolutely!       2 = almost there       1 = needs a little work

Topic Sentence…
____ … is engaging and interesting.
____ … introduces the topic of the paragraph.
____ … gives the reader an idea of what to expect.

Support…
____ … is abundant.
____ … stays on topic.
____ … contains a good variety of ideas.
____ … includes elaboration on examples and facts.

Transition…
____ … combines current idea and next idea.
____ … contains a smart segue into the next parag.

Conventionally…
____ … there were no run-ons.
____ … punctuation and capitalization were right.
____ … writer didn’t address the essay in the essay, or use the word “things”.

Please write general comments to the writer on the back.
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Name: _______________________________________
$=yes, @=almost, !=work on this, #=see Mr. Santos
Topic Sentence:
_____ General enough to require support, specific enough to focus on one supporting topic
_____ Previews the rest of the paragraph
_____ Intriguing and not formulaic
_____ Conventionally sound
Support:
_____ Provides enough examples/facts
_____ Elaborates on examples/facts
Transition:
_____ Connects current idea to the next


Name: _______________________________________
$=yes, @=almost, !=work on this, #=see Mr. Santos
Topic Sentence:
_____ General enough to require support, specific enough to focus on one supporting topic
_____ Previews the rest of the paragraph
_____ Intriguing and not formulaic
_____ Conventionally sound
Support:
_____ Provides enough examples/facts
_____ Elaborates on examples/facts
Transition:
_____ Connects current idea to the next


Name: _______________________________________
$=yes, @=almost, !=work on this, #=see Mr. Santos
Topic Sentence:
_____ General enough to require support, specific enough to focus on one supporting topic
_____ Previews the rest of the paragraph
_____ Intriguing and not formulaic
_____ Conventionally sound
Support:
_____ Provides enough examples/facts
_____ Elaborates on examples/facts
Transition:
_____ Connects current idea to the next
Name: _______________________________________
$=yes, @=almost, !=work on this, #=see Mr. Santos
Topic Sentence:
_____ General enough to require support, specific enough to focus on one supporting topic
_____ Previews the rest of the paragraph
_____ Intriguing and not formulaic
_____ Conventionally sound
Support:
_____ Provides enough examples/facts
_____ Elaborates on examples/facts
Transition:
_____ Connects current idea to the next


Name: _______________________________________
$=yes, @=almost, !=work on this, #=see Mr. Santos
Topic Sentence:
_____ General enough to require support, specific enough to focus on one supporting topic
_____ Previews the rest of the paragraph
_____ Intriguing and not formulaic
_____ Conventionally sound
Support:
_____ Provides enough examples/facts
_____ Elaborates on examples/facts
Transition:
_____ Connects current idea to the next


Name: _______________________________________
$=yes, @=almost, !=work on this, #=see Mr. Santos
Topic Sentence:
_____ General enough to require support, specific enough to focus on one supporting topic
_____ Previews the rest of the paragraph
_____ Intriguing and not formulaic
_____ Conventionally sound
Support:
_____ Provides enough examples/facts
_____ Elaborates on examples/facts
Transition:
_____ Connects current idea to the next

i bt ey

[ T s —

i (D st e e it 1)

T amacon e o by ot i ()
e ATTRBOTED e i g r e g e o e (e 1
S Tt 1 oo o 4 APt PSR RN Bk

Graing Yo i e o scor o 0 s o paragaph o, T code
Yot vt ey sy sl o o PP
. Thee e e Tt e b
o o e o et e e e B

T red o o et Wt S

ity

i e —
g

et

I (s st s pon (e i T)

ity Bt b i ooy pport o i (e )

i ATTRBUTED e i i e e g e (e 1
e mmenen e ot e oo et e e

S e 31 ot 5.0 b Sk PSR TR Bk

G Yo il s escor et of 0 ol e g et T o
ey

Yttt e ey ey e o et o 3 o
7 T gl sl vt o e ke s A

T e b sy ekt 4t T e e

e e g o et o e i

[t —




